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II.—Home ApMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 
Tan Banganibasi, of the 17th October, has learnt that the constables 
Hackney carriages and the police iM Calcutta extort one pice from the driver of 
constables of Calcutta. each hackney carriage waiting for hire on a 
stand every time the carriage is engaged. The Commissioner of Police 
should see that the corrupt practice is promptly put down. 

9. The Sanjtvani, of the 18th October, says that the remark made 
by the Lieutenant-Governor in the Police 
Resolution, that the inefficiency of the Police 
ig mainly due to the corrupt and selfish habits of the people themselves, is 
practically an admission that the English are unable to rule the country. 
Even if it is admitted that the people are immoral, selfish, and corrupt, is it 
not all the same the duty of the Government to protect their lives and 
property when it is levying taxes on them? And cannot the Police officials, 
who are chosen from among the people, and must therefore be supposed to 
possess the vices of the latter, be made to perform their work properly if 
Government itself does its work with conscientiousness? The people who 
could furnish warriors like Tej Singh and Golab Singh, and who, even at the 
present day, furnish the bravest soldiers in the world—men who are daily 
protecting the lives and property of the Indians from the hands of the most 
violent Cabuli dacoits—can surely protect their honest countrymen from the 
oppressions of the cowardly native badmashes, The blame of the failure of 
criminal justice in this country rests wholly with the authorities themselves. 
Take a case of oppression of some ryots by their zemindar. The poor 
ryots submit a petition to the Lieutenant-Governor complaining of the 
oppression and praying for relief. The Lieutenant-Governor sends the peti- 
tion for enquiry to the Divisional Commissioner ; he in his turn sends it to the 
District Magistrate, and that officer again deputes the Sub-divisional Officer 
to make the necessary enquiry. The last-named officer sends the petition to 
the inspector of police of the local thana, and ultimately the duty devolves 
on the poor sub-inspector of police. He, poor man, comes trembling with 
fear into the presence of the zemindar, and hardly has he mentioned the fact 
of the petition to him, when the latter denies zm ¢o¢o the truth of the allega- 
tions made therein. And there the enquiry ends. The sub-inspector 
sends up the result of the enquiry inthe “OC” form. And all the benefit 
the poor ryots derive from their petition is that on the one hand they are 
taken to be a wicked set of people by the ruler, and on the other are subjected 
to greater oppression than before by their zemindar. The above is not a bit 
exaggerated. It is a faithful picture of what is daily taking place in the 
mofussil. In connection with police reform the writer would, therefore, 
make the following suggestions :— 

(1) That the investigating officer in each criminal complaint should 
be chosen with special regard to the character and position 
of the accused. : 

(2) That Government should give up its present practice of station- 
ing all Deputy Magistrates indiscriminately in all districts 
and sub-divisions. It should classify the districts and sub- 
divisions of Bengal according to the nature of the people 
inhabiting them, and only the more: strong-minded and 

energetic among the Deputy Magistrates should be sent to 
those stations which require vigorous administration. The 
weak and timid Deputy Magistrates should be stationed in 
places where the people are of a quiet and law-abiding 
disposition. 


Police reform. 


BawGaNIBaSr, 
Oct. 17th, 1890. 


SaNJIVANT, 
Oct. 18th, 1890. 
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( 1014. ) 


(8) A stricter system of discipline should be introduced jp the 

olice. 

(4) fhetler prospects of promotion in case of efficiency should } 
held out to all police officers down to the chowkidar 
With this view, a system of promotion among the lowe, 
police officials depending on the number of cases Which 
they can conduct successfully should be introduced. 

(5) The posts of District and Assistant Superintendents of Poligg 
should be abolished, as they are only so many sinecures 
and an additional Deputy Magistrate should be stationed 
in each district to perform the work done by those Police 
officials. The saving of money that would thus be made 
should be utilized in increasing the salaries of police officers 
all round. Better pay and better prospects are sure t 
attract men of education to the police service. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, 
8. The Banganibdst, of the 17th October, says that the Enolish 


ee Government feels no aversion to making mon 

once em by even the most loathsome means, Th, 
Calcutta Municipality, for instance, derives an income from its night-sojl 
service. And the other day it prosecuted a dancing-girl for carrying on her 
profession without alicense. The writer asks if the Municipality will next 
demand a license-tax from the unfortunates in the town. 


(h)— General. 


4. The Banganibdsi, of the 17th October, says that the state of 
things revealed in the Excise Administration 
Report is really very hopeful. The sale of 
intoxicants has greatly diminished. Though this has caused a proportionate 
fall in the excise revenue, this pecuniary loss will not be regretted when it 
is remembered that the former excise policy held out strong temptations to 
the people to squander their hard-earned money in debauchery. For this 
change in the excise policy of the Government the thanks of the people are 
due to Messrs. Evans and Caine and to Sir Steuart Bayley. It is this service 
rendered by Sir Steuart to Bengal that makes her people all the more sorry 
at His Honour’s untimely departure. 


The Excise Administration Report. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


5. The Sanjivani, of the 18th October, says that, according to Lord 

The English Government and the Wolsley, the time is not far distant when the 
people of India. whole of Asia, not even excepting India, will 
come under the yoke of China. It has been India’s lot in the past to live 
under foreign domination for centuries, and if Lord Wolsley’s prophecy be 
correct, she will have to groan under foreign yoke for centuries to come. 
Now, none but the English Government will be held responsible for a 
Chinese conquest of India. The policy of the English rulers has been to 
reduce the Indians to a condition of utter imbecility, so that their own grasp 
upon the country may be the firmer. It is this distrust of the people by the 
rulers that will in the end lead to their ruin and the downfall of the English 
empire. Had the English rulers of India followed a policy of love and confi- 
dence and made the people fit to hold their own in case of a foreign inva- 
sion, they would certainly have stood by their masters in the hour of danger. 
All educated natives know it well that India cannot prosper except under the 
auspices of English rule, and they therefore sincerely desire its continuance. 


( 1015 ) 


6. Acorrespondent of the same paper asks whether the Hindus and the 
Quarrels between Hindus and Maho. Mahomedans should quarrel, as they are doing, 


medans. at_ a time when the poor ryots are dying of 
starvation through the neglect of the Government, when the indigo-planters 
are enabled to oppress their coolies and their ryots with impunity, when the 
country is going to tack and ruin through the oppression committed by the 
police and the soldiery, when the civilians are perpetrating injustice on all 
sides, and when the people are groaning under the burden of unjust taxation. 
Certainly at a time like this it is the duty of the leaders of both the com- 


munities to unite for the purpose of making their grievances known to the 
British public with a view to obtaining redress. 


NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 


Off9. Bengali Translator. 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 1st November 1890. 


T. B. C.—Beg, No. 7375 Cem70—5-1 1-90. 


SANJIVANIT, 
Oct. 18th, 1890. 
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